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IHPRISTONS OF KM 1L SUMG UNIVERSITY

Organization and Ciasses

Xia Il Sung University, a coeducasicnsl iastituticn, wac sstablishsd co
1 Octobar 19456, Tho Uepartment of Enginsaring became Pyongyang Frgineering >
- Collsgs, the Department of Medicine became Pymgyang Medical College, and the
v Department of Agriculture became Seriwon Agricultural College, lsaving only the .
: Dopartment of Econcmics and Iav, the Department of History and Literature, and
the Depexrtment ¢f Physice intact witkin the fzamework of thuy university.

At ths *ims the universiiy wme establishod, thers were 1,300 studenta. The

} 1948 repcrt shows a total surollment nearing 5,000, but the students of the .
thres independsn® colleges were imciuded. In other vwords, the actusl numbor N
of studonte in Xin Il Sung Univarsity is little more than 800. In the Depari-
ment of Fconomics and Law, there are divisions of soonomics, lsw, political -
sciencs, and planned econamics (coumerse). In the Department of History and .
L Literatiure, there are divislops of Korsan hietory, world history (nistory of
§ Soviet Tnion}, puilosophy, Xerean literature, worid litersture (literature

of Soviet Union), educaticn, and geograrky. The lack of classrooms and teachine .
parsomnel ¢umpeis the university to divide the ehudent body irto Zorsnoon snd s
arteracon groups, g

' In the Department of History and Iiterature, all studenie are members of the

ool Lsdor Purty, but anly higher-level Iabor Party mmbere ave admiti:l to the
philosophy divisicn., o 1948, the philosophy division anmowmcsd that it was
ready to accept 50 new stuients, but the division received several hundred
applications. The majerity of applicants were found to be either religious
workers or students with no ty aftiliation. The univeristy authorities
sglected omly 30 stndents./ from the minority group], and the emining 20
gtudente were selected in secrecy through various county labor Party organi-
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L T¢omust bo notsd thet.individunl. quolification s nnt conaldered in
selocting students, For example, a My - Moon of the prepagenda dopartment

of the Ch'olwon County labor Party wa. selected to study in the philoacphy
divieion despite the fact that he hnd hed a great deal of trouble in graluating
from elementdry “school, Also Ch'ce Ke-moon, a cell head.of the Nangyang
County Isbor Zaruy in Xangwon-do, wus edmitted to the philesophy division
without, examination, . ) BRI k C :

Among the students in the Department of Ecopomics &nd lew, labot Party
membera camstitute about 40 percent of the frestman apd more then 60 percent of
the sophomore and junior claeses. In this depariment, Marxism, mateordalieam,
history of the Soviet Union Communist Party, and Bussian language ere prescribed
courses. Russlan language is teught 6 howrs sach week, and himtory of the Sovivt
Tnion Communist Party 1s given 3 hours & week. A class in English appears in the
aschool catalogus, but it is not glven because an Bnglish teacher 18 not awailable.
A nlght school, established in 1947 with 500 students, and a communications s

 normed. college, established in 1948 with 600 students have also become 2 part
© of ¥im 11 Sung University. .
" Teaching Staff

At the time of It establisiment, the university pad only 60 peopls on
1t3 teachlng staff, Icter, 13 men and women teachers came fram the Soviet
Unten by plans, They vere joined a 1ittie later ty & mumber cf scholars
from. South Korea., The university now has 110 teachers.. A drief lock.inho .

the qualificatioms of the so-called professors in Kim I1 Sung Univers'ty
reveals certain facts.

Hu Bun, former chairman of the South Korea Iabor Party, is president of
the mniversity. Vice-president ie T'ae Scng-su, whe is a little over 30 years
of age and a Soviet citizen-goldier. After the Liveration of Eorea, he came
to Eorea apd Berved as vice-chairarn of Womsaa County People's Committes, and
Jater became chief edicor of the Inmin Jlbo, BHe wes pramoted to ths position
of editor-in-chisf of the Nodong Siymun. an official organ of the North Korea
Labor Farty, and finally he wns made vice-president of Kim Il Sung University.
T’ze grev wy in the Soviet thion. Upoa his completion of normal school, he
taugnht 8 years in cry of the Sovist elsmentery sclhnzls. He galned ¥im 11 Sung's
conflience when he wrote a pamphiet on education while he wac chiefl editor
of the Nodong Sinmum.

The Department cf Esonomics and law is headed by Kim Xwenglin, who wihh Tk
81-hyong and K4m Sok-yong ceme fram the South. Obviously, theses man dc not
possess adequats Jmovledge in their academic field, for the students call them
"1t cked-out teachers.” Some cf the professors at Kim J1 Sung University are in
their early 20's, and a gcecd many otierd were elementary-schosl teachers during the
days of Japanees administration.

University Fucilitios

The'building in which ths university is housod was complated in October
1948 &% a cost of 120 million wen. The money came from the sule of sc-called
"Patriotic Rice" collected from the farmers by force. The sheel and conorete
structure conteins more than 12,0C0 meters of floor spece, The "niversity has
ite own press for printing textbocks and a veekly university peper. As a means
of training more professors for the university, an Bsperanto cchool with a teacking
gtaff of 30 members 18 maintained.

RESTRIGTED

"

Sanitized Copy Approved for | Beleasg 201 1/07/07 : CIA-RDP80-00809A00024061-2




. T ESHRIGTED

RN

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/07/07 : CIA-RDPE0-00809A000600240561-2 IEPGggl

STATY

Student Morale

The univeraity prescribes tbat the wndergraduate course shall be k4 yeers and
the graduate course 3 years. New students are ucuepted every year, in addition
to.freshmer, to fill vacancies in sorhamore and junior classes. Academic
requirementa for admigsioh to the university are gradvation trom olementary
gredes and an age of 20 or older. However, sach application must be’accempanied
by a’ recomendn.bion ‘from the Iabor Party. As for weekly student events, there
are Minch'aekhoe. {self-disciplinary sesaion) cnce & week; Tokbohoe (rseding
and ‘report session), and Pip'anhioe (seminar) three times a wesk, Soviet
military drill six timss a wiek, cultwral circle and picnic activities once
& weok; oratorical contest twice & month, working on bulletin bcarde once & week,
and propaganda reports conference thres times a week. Thus, the students'® time
18 taken up . with all kinds of nonacademic activities. .

Han-Cmmmist atuﬂants W20 .8are admt ed to Kim Il Sung University stay
ag students in ‘the mireraiby out of their desire to learn, but they are not
happy . in having to wear ths:so-called Lenin cap'as a part of university unifore,

.and they. can attend. classes only 2.or 3 hours & day. In addition; they are
‘forced to pay respect o the plctures of Stalin and Kim I1 Sung that are hung

in every:clagaroom and hallway in the unlversity builaing. Thess students.are
utterly discouraged and as-a result, they indulge In wine and women day ‘and
night. Accordipg to- reliable rworts , about two or thres students of this
gro\xp 80 inseans every, smoster. .

Harth Korea clajime that most of the etudents at Kim 11 Sung Teiversity are
studying comfortably under the Paople's Scholarship systir. Nevertheless, the
ccld fect s that studenta from Xim I1 Sung University are fcund begging for
money in hotels, on the street, on public conveyances, and Iin all kinds of
places.

Ag 1rdjicatsd, thare is a gradvate division in Kim I) Sung Univeraity, but

there are no compstent prufessors to conduct the graduate work adeqyately.

Therefore, the so-called gradmate divimion yrocurss coples of overy tranclation
of Ruesian language from the Korean Sc.let (ultural Associatiom and studies them.
That is the mein zcademic function of the graduate diviesion in Xim I1 Sumg
Universivy.
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